IMMEDIATE NEEDS
CHECKLIST
The number of decisions that must be made immediately after a death is overwhelming. And in the midst of
grief, it can be exhausting. Ideally, your loved one will have preplanned his or her funeral and burial or
cremation; but in the absence of plans, we’ve prepared a checklist to help you collect your thoughts and to
share with other family members who might be helping with arrangements.
Our list is by no means comprehensive—funeral services and memorials are personal and diverse. We would
be happy to meet with you to discuss your options. Just call us at 303-717-7117 at any time—we’re here for you!

Are you seeking burial or cremation for your
loved one?

NOTES

If you’re seeking cremation, would you like the
ashes to be scattered, placed above ground or
buried? If buried, would you like a traditional
urn or a biodegradable urn?
If you’re seeking casket burial, would you like a
traditional burial, green burial or a mausoleum?
What kind of monument would you like for
your loved one?
Which Cemetery and Local Funeral Home do
you prefer?
Is there a particular location within a
cemetery that you desire for your loved one?
Where would you like to hold the
funeral service?
Would you like to have the casket or urn
present at the funeral service?
Would you like to host a viewing or wake?
If so, where would you like it to be held, and
what should the tone be: Somber? Uplifting?
Formal? Casual?
Would you like to have a reception after the
ceremonies? If so, what would that look like?
Would you like to have a graveside service?
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS
CHECKLIST (CONTINUED)
Do you have or need pallbearers for
the service?

NOTES

Would you like to choose the music and
readings for the funeral service?
Are there personal items that you’d like to
display at the funeral service?
Which photos would you like to have
displayed at the funeral service?
And which photo would you like to use
for the announcement?
Are there special flowers that you’d prefer
at your loved one’s service?
Will the family need transportation between
the funeral home and the cemetery?
Who would you like to officiate at
the ceremonies?
Would you like someone to deliver a eulogy?
Who should be notified after the death of
your loved one?
Are there organizations or charities that
you’d like friends and family to donate to in
honor of your loved one?
How would you like the obituary to read?
What is our Budget and how will we pay for
the funeral and cemetery expenses?
The National Funeral Directors Association (http://www.nfda.org/for-the-public) has created a list of ways to
personalize a service. And the Federal Trade Commission (http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0300-ftc-funeral-rule)
offers guidance on how to be an informed consumer when planning a funeral and choosing a cemetery. We’ve also
prepared a list of paperwork to gather in advance to help your loved ones when Meeting With A Funeral Director
(http://www.discoversevenstones.com/immediate-needs).
At Seven Stones, we can walk you through the process and help you with all of these decisions—even if you
decide we’re not the right cemetery for you. So please don’t hesitate to give us a call!
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